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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
Marian Morrison 

The chilly weather didn’t  dampen the spirits of your committee. They have 
had a busy start to 2025 preparing for the AGM and exhibition, which if I say 
so myself, was a great day. Our two speakers did a grand job of pulling in an 
audience that weren’t disappointed by their excellent talks. The buzz amongst 
the tables and exhibitors reminded me that there is a lot of energy in the     
history and heritage community. I am sure this is something which can be    
difficult to  remember when all our member committees are struggling for    
support for day to day running of the groups.  
 
We, the committee, have even fitted in a meeting to prepare for the year 
ahead. We hope that our plans support the direction your feedback is pointing        
towards. You are telling us that our strength is in providing opportunities for 
networking and sharing your groups activities and where possible involving 
the general public and allowing a showcase of history and heritage associated 
activity in the County. If we create the opportunity all you have to do is turn up 
and show your projects. This seems be a good way for us to currently support 
you.  
 
Another item from the AGM, was the Zoom Talks programme, also raised in 
the last newsletter where I asked for your views on them continuing in 2025-
2026. Sadly very little feedback has resulted in the committee coming to the 
decision that they will not be continued (see Sarah’s report below).  
 
So as an end note, since no one rushed forward to join the committee we 
have to be selective and use our time where it can maximise our objectives. 
Keep up to date with what’s happening by going to the Facebook page 
“County Durham Forum for History & Heritage – Let’s Talk Heritage“ . It’s 
there for you to “post on“  as well as catch up on what’s going on across the 
patch.    
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OUR ZOOMING SEASON 2024 – 2025 
Sarah Hillier 

 

Having just completed County Durham Forum for History & Heritage (CDFHH) zoom series of talks, this seemed 
a good opportunity to take stock.  
 

First of all, I should like to thank our excellent speakers!  Once again, we have been educated and entertained by 
excellent and very varied talks.  
 

Chris Lloyd had some fascinating and quirky tales of how Darlington’s nineteenth century entrepreneurs reacted 
to a time of economic and social change.   We have also looked at both ends of the social scale,  within the   
country house from Richard Pears and a dissection of the high class  shenanigans of a possible Northern Hellfire 
Club from Tony Nicholson. And who could forget Margaret Hedley’s inspirational history of the Man they Named a 
Town After? 
 

In archaeology, Richard Annis took us to the Tyne Brewery site, with its history of coal mining, fallen women and 
high level horses, while David Petts explained the research based on the latest archaeological surveys on        
Lindisfarne.  

So what next? I have decided to take a year out from hosting CDFHH zoom talks as I have been doing it since 
2020. However, I do hope that the talks continue. Our audiences still reach an average of around 25 and the talks 
fulfil the aims and objectives of the Forum.  

http://www.durhamweb.org.uk/historyforum
mailto:jdbdclhs@gmail.com
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HELP NEEDED FOR PhD 
We first heard from Sandra in the  

October newsletter  

 

Her PhD  contemplates the inclusion/exclusion,  not only 
in terms of individuals, but also organisations, and she 
has divided it in terms of business areas, like art,       
heritage etc so she can learn what people think or      
require not only in terms of jobs, but also for different 
areas of their lives.  
 “I am sure you have been noticing the cuts on     
museums and other venues, but organisations are still 
very reluctant to use digital tools to make their             
collections and exhibitions more attractive, either        
because they are not comfortalbe with digital, or           
because they do not have the money or resources to do 
so” 

Your opinion matters, please take the survey 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CYQTPWH  

Formerly known as the Head of Steam Railway           
Museum, Hopetown features a collection of railway       
artifacts and exhibits. It showcases the history of rail-
ways in Darlington and the North East region from 1825 
to the late 20th century.   
 

Forum members have been invited to a  FREE       
guided tour of the museum at: 

 

10.00am Wednesday 4 June 2025 
 

and we have a limited amount of places available that 
will be allocated on a first-come-first-served basis 

 

If you would like to take part, please email me at: 
 
 
 

history.club2@btinternet.com 

EGGLESCLIFFE 
LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

 

2025 
 

 
Meetings are held in 

St John’s Church, Butts Lane, Egglescliffe 
at 2.00pm 

 

Admission £3.00 
 

For more details:  
david_j_bate@ntlworld.com 

 
 

 

ARCH & ARCH 
Lecture Programme 2025 

 
Face to face meetings held at 2.30pm in  

Room ER140 
Elvet Riverside, New Elvet DH1 3JT 

 
Afterwards, for those who would like to join us we will go 

for a drink (tea/coffee/or stronger) at the public bar,  
Royal County Hotel 

 

Email:  archandarch.dandn@gmail.com    

28 May Remembering the north  G Soult 
  east’s department stores 
 

25 June A Splendid Rogue: The Life T Nicholson 
  & Times of Harry Benson, 
  Master Criminal 
 

30 July Mary Ann Cotton   T Hutchinson 
 

Meetings are held in 
Wheatley House, Woodlands Avenue 

at 11.00am £3.00 includes tea/coffee/raffle 

SEDGEFIELD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

2025 PROGRAMME 
 

Meetings are held in 

Ceddesfeld Hall at 7.45pm 
 
 

First Monday of the Month 
 

 
For more details: 

Suzanne 01429 882250  

 
 
 

5 May From Castle to Country  R Pears 
  House in County Durham 

 

2 June The Women’s Land Army C Dean 
 
7 July Visit to Hartlepool Heugh Battery 

22 May Hackfall: a garden back       D Winpenny 
  Ffom the brink 
 
26 June The Creation of the  R Daniels 
  Medieval North 

WHEATLEY HILL HISTORY CLUB 

2025 MEETINGS 

 

Celebrating 30 Years in 2025 

8 June Marrying the Old and New G Dodd 
  looking back to look 
  forwards—recent projects 
  at Newcastle City Pool, 
  Morpeth Railway Station and 
  Low Newton Rocket  House 

Latest newsletter: 

https://wheatley-hill.org.uk/newsletters/ 

For more information: 
history.club2@btinternet.com 

 

OUR NEW 
MEMBERS 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CYQTPWH
mailto:david_j_bate@ntlworld.com
mailto:archandarch.dandn@gmail.com
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Hartlepool Headland Local History Group 

 

 

Headland Baptist Church 
Baptism Street 

HARTLEPOOL TS24 0QN 

19 May  How My Family Story Became M Hedley 
  A Book 
 

16 June Take a Look at the History Group Photos 
 

21 July Social Night 
 

  No Meeting in August 

Meetings are held on the 
 

Third Monday of the month 
6.45pm—9.00pm 

1 May  Durham City &  M Richardson 
  Surrounds 
 

5 June Durham City & Its R Annis 
  Walls 
 

3 July  A Guided Walk through Coxhoe 

MEETINGS HELD THURSDAYS 7.00pm 
St Andrew’s Church Hall, Church Street 

Website: 
coxhoehistory.org.uk 

 

Contact: 
Jack Turton: 0191 3770771 

Barbara Leo: barbaraleo88@googlemail.co  

 
 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK 

Durham Postcard, Cigarette Card  & Stamp Fair 

Bowburn Community Centre DH6 5AT  

Disabled Access 

Saturday 19 July 2025 

10.00am—3.00pm 

Entrance £1.00 
Accompanied children FREE 

Free Valuations 

 

FRAMWELLGATE MOOR & PITY ME LHS 
 

2025 Programme 
 
 

 Meetings held in 
Fram Community Centre, Front Street  

DH1 5BL 
 
 

at 7.30pm 
(on selected Thursday evenings) 

 
 

For more information on meetings: 
E: FramLocHistSoc@gmail.com 

 
Guests welcome 

There will be a small charge for non-members 
 

22 May Women of the Durham  M Hedley 
  Coalfield in the 19th  
  Century 
 
19 June Treasure of Memories  J Harrop 

2 0 2 5 

2 0 2 5 

Drop In Sessions are held 
Second Tuesday of the month 

11.30am—3.30pm 

NORTHUMBERLAND & DURHAM 
FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

 

          Check out the following website 
              for details of: 

 
Branch meetings 

Regional Meetings 
 

https://www.ndfhs.org.uk/diary/  

 

NDFHS 
Branch Meetings held at: 

 

Blyth 
Belmont, Durham 

Consett 
Hexham 
London 

Newcastle 
Wansbeck 

North Tyneside 
South Tyneside 

https://www.ndfhs.org.uk/diary/
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CLEVELAND AND TEESSIDE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
“Research on the Rails” Prize Essay Competition 

 

Our Society was founded in 1968 as the result of a conversation between Barry Harrison, a university 
lecturer, and Tom Sowler, the  Stockton historian, so naturally we are looking forward to celebrating the 
200th anniversary of the Stockton and Darlington Railway in 2025. 
 

At the moment, we are working in partnership with the Friends of the Stockton and Darlington Railway in 
planning a prize essay competition, open to the general public. We are looking for essays based on     
original research on any subject connected to the history of the Stockton & Darlington Railway up to 
1863, including its impact beyond that date. It can be about people, technology, events, archival research 
- the choice is yours. The final date for entering this competition will be 31st August 2025 so there’s    
plenty of time for research and writing. 
 

A sizeable cash prize will be provided jointly by Cleveland & Teesside Local History Society and The 
Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway. You don’t have to be a member of either group to take 
part, so why not have a go? 
 

You can find more details on either of these links: 
 

http://ctlhs.co.uk/research-on-the-rails-prize-essay-competition/ 
https://www.sdr1825.org.uk/events/sdr-200-research-on-the-rails-prize-competition/ 

The Story is keen to offer County Durham History and Heritage Forum group members a 
space to host events, to share research and open up their work to a wider audience. 
There will be no charge for such events for the duration of our National Lottery Heritage 
Fund grant (this runs until December 2026.) The room available has   capacity for up to 
40 people. The aim of such events should be, at least in part, to  involve a wider range of 
people in heritage and enable more people to learn about their heritage”.  
 

If you are interested in hosting an event at The Story, please email: 
 

Ruth, Community Engagement Officer:  
ruth.chittenden@thestorydurham.org  

with a brief event proposal and a few suggested dates 
  
 

http://ctlhs.co.uk/research-on-the-rails-prize-essay-competition/
https://www.sdr1825.org.uk/events/sdr-200-research-on-the-rails-prize-competition/
mailto:ruth.chittenden@thestorydurham.org
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2025 Programme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   All meetings are held in Shincliffe Church Hall 
Starting at 19.30 

 
 

Contact & Website Details 
E: contact@SLHS.uk 

W: www.slhs.uk 

19 May Winterton Hospital Part 2 J Turton 
 
16 June The Pubs of Shincliffe  G Stout 

TEESDALE RECORD SOCIETY 
  

2025 Programm 

Visitors are welcome.  Please check with the Secretary 
Further information:  Judith Phillips: E: judyphillipsnott@hotmail.com M: 07816327209 

2 April The Stainmore Road—From Iron Age Routeway to    7.30pm 
  Roman Road by Mike Haken  
  Meeting in Cotherstone Village Hall  
 
7 May Visit to Hopetown, Darlington       2.00pm 
 
 

4 June Visit to The Story          2.30pm 
 
 

2 July Visit to  St Mary’s Church, Barnard Castle to see the new    6.30pm 
  King Richard III window 

READING OLD DOCUMENTS 

an online session hosted by: 

 

Archivist, Francis Gotto 
 

Attendees will, together, be able to transcribe 
English documents in various hands illustrating 
County Durham's history.  
 

There will also be an opportunity for you to share 
(good quality) images of your own research      
documents where help is needed deciphering the 
text.  
 

The event is offered in order to support people 
struggling with hunger and violence in Sudan and 
voluntary contributions will be encouraged at the 
end of the event to a variety of charitable           
organisations now operating in that war-torn    
country.  
 

If you would like to attend, please email: 
  francis.gotto@outlook.com 

and indicate your preference for a weekday evening or 
a weekend session 

 

and if you have a document you'd like help with 
you can also email this in advance   

FOUR SEASONS OF A HILL FARMER 
 

Photographs 
By 

Elaine Vizor 
 

Soundtrack by Marie Gardener 
 

 This exhibition features farmers 
 Anna Wood & daughter Elizabeth Scott from Teesdale  
and the hard but rewarding life of Sue from Weardale 

 
 
 

The Fitzhugh Library 
Mon & Tues 10.30 – 2.30, until May 27th 

51 Market Place, Middleton-in-Teesdale, DL12 0QH 
 

fitzhughlibrary@gmail.com 
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